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PUBLIC PRINTING. 

LETTER 

FROM 

THE CLERK OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

TRANSMITTING 

A letter from Messrs. Gales cj* Seaton, relative to the printing of docu¬ 
ments of the 27th Congress. 

March 12, 1844. 
Read, and laid upon the table. 

Clerk’s Office, March 8, 1844. 

Sir : In answer to the resolution of the House, of the 7th instant, in the 
following words, to wit: “Resolved, That the Clerk ascertain, and report 
to this House, the reasons why the documents of the second and third ses¬ 
sions of the 27th Congress have not been bound and distributed according 
to law; and, also, whether the printers of the last Congress have received 
Compensation for said documents1 respectfully submit, that, knowing of 
no other source from which the undersigned could obtain the information 

■desired by the House, I addressed Messrs. Gales & Seaton, the printers of 
the House of Representatives of the 27th Congress, on the subject, and re¬ 
ceived from them an answer, a copy of which is hereunto annexed. 

Respectfully, 
c. j. McNulty, 

Clerk of the Ho. of Reps, of the United States. 

To the Hon. J. W. Jones, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Washington, March 8,1844. 

Sir: To your letter of the 7th, enclosing us a resolution of the House of 
Representatives, instructing you “to ascertain, and report to the House, the 
reasons why the documents of the second and third sessions of the 27th Con¬ 
gress have not been bound and distributed, according to law; and, also, 
whether the printers of the last Congress have received compensation for 
said documents,” we have the pleasure to reply: 

1st. That the documents of the second session of the 27th Congress were 
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all bound and delivered to the proper officers of the two Houses of Congress 
many months ago. 

2d. That, of the Journal of the House of Representatives, at the third 
session of the 27th Congress, there were delivered in October last—for the 
House ol Representatives, 258 copies ; for the library of the House, 30 cop¬ 
ies; for the Senate office, 5 copies; for the library of Congress, 60 copies; 
for the Department of State, 250 copies. 

3d. That the binding of the remaining volumes of documents of the 3d 
session of the 27th Congress is far advanced towards completion, and might 
have been completed before now, had the copy, from which a part of these 
documents are printed, not been delayed in the preparation until near (and 
a small part of it, indeed, after) the meeting of the present Congress. The 
volumes will be delivered as fast as they can be finished. 

4th. That payment has been received for no binding that has not been 
delivered. 

5th. That the printing for the 27th Congress has been completed at this 
office, except a part of a document (of one or two hundred pages) concern¬ 
ing the northeastern boundary survey, withdrawn for correction by the De¬ 
partment of State; and the printing of the maps (which we are informed are 
indispensable to the understanding of the said document) not yet being com¬ 
pleted by those engaged in that work. 

That no payment has been received by the printers of the last Congress 
for printing or binding that has not been delivered, except for the printing 
of part of the document last above mentioned. 

Very respectfully, we are your obedient servants, 
GALES & SEATON. 

To Caleb J. McNulty, Esq, 
Clerk of the House of Representatives. 
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